FRIEDEIOH   SCHILLER.

PART 1

SCHILLEB'S YOUTH.
1759-1784.

AMONG the writers of the concluding part of the last century
there is none more deserving of our notice than Friedrich
Schiller. Distinguished alike for the splendor of his intel-
lectual faculties, and the elevation of his tastes and feelings,
he has left behind him in his works a noble Emblem of these
great qualities : and the reputation which he thus enjoys, and
has merited, excites our attention the more, on considering
the circumstances under which it was acquired. Schiller had
peculiar difficulties to strive with, and his success has likewise
been peculiar. Much of his life was deformed by inquietude
and disease, and it terminated at middle age; he composed in
a language then scarcely settled into form, or admitted to a
rank among the cultivated languages of Europe: yet his writ-
ings are remarkable for their extent and variety as well as
their intrinsic excellence; and his own countrymen are not his
only, or perhaps his principal admirers. It is difficult to col-
lect or interpret the general voice; but the World, no less than
Germany, seems already to have dignified him with the reputa-
tion of a classic; to have enrolled him among that select num-
ber whose works belong not wholly to any age or nation, but
who, having instructed their own contemporaries, are claimed
as instructors by the great family of mankind, and set apart